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hastened by the aid of British and American skill and
capital Indeed, it is stated that a well-known American
millionaire proposes to utilise some of his superfluous
wealth in the erection of large factories in Siberia, com-
prising iron and steel works and machine works. Thus
will be added another very important factor to the evolu-
tion which is going on in the Far East. When China is
fully awakened, and when Japan is still further developed,
and its external trade more fully organised, there will be a
great movement of the centre of magnitude of the world's
industry and commerce in the direction of the Pacific area.
It is probably neither desirable nor necessary to take too
long views of life, but, if the people of the West fail to
observe the tendency of the evolution which is going on in
the Far East, and prepare themselves for the altered condi-
tions, their foreign trade will simply disappear.

The Russian bureaucracy have a most unfortunate way
of contradicting by their actions the words of the highest
authorities in their country.    M, Izvolsky, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, in his much-applauded speech to the Duma,
described Russia's relations with Japan as neighbourly In
the present, and destined to become quite friendly in the
future.    The Conventions recently concluded between  the
two Powers dispelled the last cloudlet in the political firma-
ment,    Peaceful development is now and henceforth, accord-
ing to M. Izvolsky, the great aim of both nations, and we
must give him credit for believing what he asserted,    More-
over, his forecast is repeated by Japanese statesmen, and
confirmed by tangible facts of everyday experience.    Yet,
in   face  of  all  this,  proposals  are made by the Russian
Ministry to construct the  Amur Railway, so that Russia
may have a means of communication with the Pacific coast,
which   lies entirely  in  Russian  territory.     The   proposed
railway must, therefore, be conceived by the Government as
an enterprise of strategic significance.    The line of reason-
ing they followed was presumably something like this: The
Trans-Siberian Railway, which connects European Russia